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A Little R & R with Emily Simon

On Saturday, October 4th, a professional training session for early childhood educators

brought together 56 attendees, including both center directors and teachers. Mrs. Emily

Simon, Educational Diagnostician with the Vermilion Parish School System, presented an

engaging session on strategies our sites can use to foster calmer, more connected, and

thriving early learning centers.



Using 'A Little R & R - Relationships, Routines and Regulation'

provided an opportunity for the participants to deepen their

knowledge, share best practices, and collaborate on

strategies to enhance learning environments for young

children. Throughout the day, attendees participated in

interactive lessons and discussions focused on child

development, curriculum planning, and classroom management. The high level of

participation and enthusiasm reflected the group’s shared commitment to supporting quality

early childhood education in Vermilion Parish.

VPSS Annual College and Career Fair!

On Wednesday, October 22nd, over 1,000 Sophomores and Juniors in Vermilion Parish were

able to meet with colleges/universities and industry leaders to gain knowledge about

opportunities for them after they graduate high school. Our network had several students

stop by our table to speak with us regarding Early Childhood career paths.

Thank you to Sarah Thibodeaux, with Bright Beginnings Learning Center in Abbeville and

Kimya Hill-Broussard with Mommy's Helping Hands in Abbeville. These two ladies were such

a great resource for students who had questions regarding Early Childhood.



Public School Pre-K Professional Development

April Dunahoo presented her Teacher Leader Summit presentation titled, "Unlocking

Kindergarten Readiness: The Power of Intentional Movement." Teachers learned about child

primitive reflexes and ways to engage these reflexes to support the child's social/emotional

and academic growth. The feedback from the session was overwhelmingly positive.

Following her session, our PreK Leaders, Hailey Simon and Angela Detraz, met with their

cohort teachers to discuss and share strategies for handling challenging behaviors and

supporting children with special needs. Once the groups shared strategies with one another,

our leaders discussed the use of Emotion Mirrors, First/Then cards, and Lanyard visual

pictures.



Flex your Reflexes dance

EC Learn Portal is Open and has new trainings!

EC Learn is the LDOE’s Early Childhood free online training and learning resource where early

childhood educators can enroll in and access new continuing education courses. During the

first phase of EC Learn, Health & Safety Training, including Medication Administration in Child

Care, has been launched to support the needs of the early childhood workforce in obtaining

continuing education courses required by Bulletin 137 and Bulletin 139. Within each

individual’s EC Learn account, early childhood educators can access and download

certificates of completion for the required courses. In addition, EC Learn participants will be

emailed a copy of the training certificate within 24 hours of successfully completing the final

course exam. Participants can also view and download training certificates or transcripts by

clicking on their Student Dashboard's “Completed” tab.

Educators can access and enroll in courses at https://eclearn.doe.louisiana.gov/. Additional

training will be added periodically to support the growth and development of the EC

workforce, including new teachers and administrators. Educators can check progress on

enrolled courses and access training transcripts or certificates on “My Dashboard.”

Please contact eclearn@la.gov with questions

https://eclearn.doe.louisiana.gov/
mailto:eclearn@la.gov


Dates have been released for the 2026 Teacher Leader Summit! Information about becoming

a presenter can be found here!

The Louisiana Department of Education has updated their website! Click on the icon below to

access the Early Childhood page.

Early Childhood

At the Louisiana Department of Education, we believe that

parents are the primary influence in shaping a child's future.

Early childhood providers and educators play a valuable role

in supporting families by fostering development and learning

in the crucial early years.

launch doe.louisiana.gov

The newsletter provides information about upcoming webinars, CCAP and CCAP-B3 and

updates on licensing.
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Enrollment Application

https://doe.louisiana.gov/educators/professional-development/teacher-leader-summit
https://doe.louisiana.gov/early-childhood
https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/68f10f281fc3b20e6170dd69


Our network currently uses a coordinated enrollment application. We offer one application for

parents/guardians to use when applying for our network programs. After providing child

specifics, the person competing the application can choose from one of programs, ranging

from Birth to 5. Use the QR code or click here to access the application.
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September 4, 2025 Early Childhood Advisory Council Meeting Recap

https://vermilionearlychildhood.schoolmint.com/login


The council approved the previous meeting minutes and reviewed updates to the Community

Network Lead Agency and Ready Start Network budgets. The council then reviewed the draft

VPECN Blueprint to make recommendations on strategies listed in the blueprint to promote

the network's initiatives to promote early care and education. Once the network's

performance profiles are released in November, the blueprint will be finalized and published

for public review. The next Vermilion Early Childhood Advisory Council Meeting will occur on

November 13, 2025.

The dedicated staff members of the Early Childhood Network bring a wealth of experience

and a deep commitment to supporting young children and their families. Each team member

plays a vital role in strengthening our community through their knowledge, passion, and care.

They are here to help, guide, and connect families with the resources they need.

To learn more about our incredible team, please visit the "About Us" section on our website.
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